520                                 NOTES.
honour was derived from his own worth, and not like one who relies for honour merely on the bones of his ancestors." An anecdote of Al Hajj&j connected with this phrase is given by Maydani at the first cited proverb, and from Sherishi in De Sacy's commentary. "Whether the proverb, " 'isam was sleeping at the hour of departure/' Arab. Prov. II. 770, refers to the same person I am not able to determine. More on this subject will be found in the notes to the kasilleh of An Nabighah in De Sacy's Chrestomathie.
Al Asmai has been already spoken of. He was celebrated not only for his great learning, but for his cheerful humour aitd ready wit; of which examples are recorded too numerous to be repeated here. Sherishi remarks that Al Asmael is to be considered an 'Is&ml, that is, one who was great on account of his own merits, since he descended from Bahileh, which is the most bastard and the meanest of the tribes of the Arabs. It is but justice, however, to the great scholar to say that, according to Ibn Khallikan, no such name as Bahileh appears in his pedigree, which the biographer sets forth up to 'Adnan himself. He bore the name of Bahili, according to this authority, because the wife of Malik, one of his ancestors, was named Bahileh. "Whatever may have been the disgrace of belonging to this tribe, Al Asma'i shared it with one of the most* illustrious men of Islam, Kutaybet ibn Muslim, who conquered Tartary in the reign of Al Weltd ibn 'Abd al Melik. Ibn Khallikan, in his life of Kutay-beh, gives several anecdotes illustrative of the contempt in winch Bahileh was held. The Arabs of the desert, he says, hated to bear the name ; so that a poet said, "It profits not a man to be descended from H&shim if he have a Bahili soul." Again, " If it were said to a dog, 'Thou Bahili/ the dog would turn howling from the reproach of such a pedigree." The Prophet being asked by Al Ash ath ibn Kays al Kindi whether all were equally subject to the law of retaliation, namely, that the offender should suffer the precise injury that he had inflicted (Koran ii. 173; v. 49) said, "Yes, even if thou slewest a Bahili, I should slay thee to avenge him.." An Arab being told that a